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LLocal artists

show their mettle

By BRIS FARRER
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Barbara Riley's Impressionist-
inspired landscapes offer an
extra honus

She altaches a few Iwigs or
leavies to her paintings for a col-
lage effect, She, along with her
dear friend and fellow artis
Virginia Erdie, is showing their
paintings at Paich Reel Park's
James A. Rutherford
Community Center as part of
Boca Raton's Art in Public
Places program.

Riley, wh lives in Boynion
Baach, is an acclaimead artist
who speclalizes In palnting
murils on anything and every-
thing, from walls and ceillings to
window shades and clothes,
with the cccasional mailbos
thrawn in. Looking at her paint-
InEs 15 like luk:ing a walk in the
countryside — you can almiost
smell the fragrance of her
brightly hued flowers, and feel
the spring bresze in your hale
She says that people nowadays
are 50 rushed and stressed aut,
they don®t take the time to really
ok &t thelr surroundings and
take a deep breath

“I hope my art gives them that
Jl:hu.m:e o relas,” she said. °1
ove Lo make people feel com-
fortable.”

She has taken this concept a
step Murther with her new pro-=
gram, called “Murals and You ...
an Educational Approach to
Deécor” that allows parents and
children to get involved in doing
a mural together. [U's an educn-
tionally based program, and has
lotg of activities lor the children
to do while the mural is podng
up, It allows the children to take
an active part in decorating their
riaom, use their imagination and
Learm to puadnt.

"I like to make the murals tac-
tile also, with different textures,

I u=e Veloro stapled to the wall
a0 the child can move parts of
the mural around, or paint it on
spongy tile and make it like a
hupge puzzle on the wall, ™ she
sauid.

Riley and Erdie mel tao years
ago and soon became friends to
lasi a lifetime.

“We just clicked,” Riley =ald.
“I's likke she's been @ giﬂfril:nd
of mine forever, and we've only
known each other for teo
vears."

They mist at the Hollyeood
Internatianal Al Festival when
their booths were next to each
odlser

Erdie, who lives in
Huollywood, is a classically
trained artist who attended the
Cenltral School of At and
Dresign in London, and traveled
all ower Furope to study the
great works of masters kn muse
ums and galleries in
Amsterdam, Pariz and
Edinburgh, She also has a mas-
ter's degres ifi art therapy.
While Riley's work tends to the
pastoral, Erdie's is abstract bor-
dering on the surreal,

Her inspiration tends to come
fram withimn.

“I wrote science fictlon sories
when | was young,” she says “1
studied philosophy. I'm very
interesied in the Matrix.”™

Themes of creation and the
evolution of the universe includ-
ing time, space and energy are
evident in her paintings

“What I'm trying to do [with
my &art| is to invoke fealings
from peaple,” she sayvs,

They should interpret the art
in terms af what it means to
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NATURAL ART: Artist Barbara
Riley's ﬁl‘?ﬂ;h. oF two painting set,
“Water ‘Fall™ incorporates real
lesves Far & 3-0 effect, i Fobear

oy

PEACEFUL ARRANGEMENT: "Virginia Erdie’s “Playing in the Universe” is
the first painting in which dhe used fabric and Metal Paosats fahea
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